
Crusade \krü-ˈsād\ 
From the Latin: crux (cross) 

1. any of the military 

expeditions undertaken 

by the Christians of 

Europe in the 11th, 12th, 

and 13th centuries for the 

recovery of the Holy 

Land from the Muslims. 

2. any war carried on under 

papal sanction. 

3. any vigorous, aggressive 

movement for the 

defense or advancement 

of an idea, cause, etc. 



Obama on ISIS Terrorism 
“And lest we get on our 

high horse and think this 

is unique to some other 

place, remember that 

during the Crusades and 

the Inquisition, people 

committed terrible deeds 

in the name of Christ.” 



6 Misconceptions 
1. The church was bent on war and started an 

unprovoked war on the Muslims. In fact, it was 

Muslims who lived by the sword and took land by 

force. The crusades were a response. 

2. Christians joined the crusades for financial gain. It 

was quite the opposite, as many gave up everything 

to join, and gained little.  

3. A primary goal of the crusades was forced 

conversion of Muslims. In fact, the only goal was 

defense and defeat of the enemies of Christ. 
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6 Reasons 
1. Divisions within Islam which weakened its power. 

2. Success for the Christians against the Muslims in 

Spain. 

3. Muslims halted pilgrimages to Jerusalem and the 

Holy Land. 

4. Eastern emperors had appealed to the West for 

help against the Muslim invaders. 

5. Increased interest in relics. 

6. Religious zeal, albeit often misinformed and 

misdirected. 
 
 

Notes from Church History I, SWBTS. Professor: Dr. Jason K. Lee 

 
 



The First Crusade 
 Called by Urban II (1095 AD) 

 Called to save the Holy land from its 

Muslim invaders. 

 In the call mention is made of merit 

(weapons, finances, soldiers) for 

those who gave of their men or 

themselves. 

 This crusade is primarily successful, 

and the church retains possession of 

Jerusalem for just under 100 years. Painting by J.Robert-Fleury 
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 Turkish Muslims had descended on 

Odessa in 1144. 

 In 1146 the crusade began. 

 The purpose of this crusade was to give 

assistance to the weakening kingdom in 

Jerusalem. 

 This crusade goes bad and much is lost 

(finances, life, etc.). Very little is gained. 

The Second Crusade 
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 Begins in 1187 when Jerusalem is 

recaptured by Muslim forces. 

 There is a modest success as they 

retake some of the land, but they are 

not able to take Jerusalem. 

 A treaty is agreed upon that allows 

Christians to visit the Holy City. 

The Third Crusade 
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The Fourth Crusade 
 Called by Pope Innocent III—more powerful 

(politically and religiously) at this point than at any 

other time in history—in 1203. 

 The crusaders, instead of going to Egypt end up in 

Constantinople, where they attack the city, take it, 

and “reunite” the church. 

 What happens here (torturing, killing, and raping 

of Eastern Christians in the name of Christ), once 

and for all finishes the split between East and 

West.  
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The Crusades by Robert Godfrey 



Some Questions 
 What can we learn from the crusades, both 

for the good and for the bad?  

 Why is it wrong to compare the actions of 

such terrorists as ISIS with Christianity and 

the crusades? 

 While the crusaders definitely got it wrong, 

what did Jesus really mean when he called his 

disciples to take up their cross and follow 

Him (Luke 9:23)?  
 

 


